Drink Deeply
St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
4th Century
“Drink deeply of both beverages, the first testament and the second, because in each of them you are drinking Christ.
Drink Christ because he is the vine.

Drink Christ because he is the rock that gushes forth water.

Drink Christ because he is the fountain of life.

Drink Christ because he is the river, whose streams give joy to 
God’s city.

Drink Christ because he is peace.

Drink Christ because from his belly rivers of living water will flow.

Drink Christ so that you can drink the blood that redeemed you.

Drink Christ so you can drink in his words.

Let the luscious syrup of God’s word flood the veins of your mind, and take possession of your heart.”

Using this is optional.  However, it can serve to help the assembly also discover the importance of the Word of God.  If you choose to go through the Liturgy of the Eucharist with explanations, and want to keep this aid to one page front and back, you will not have room for this quotation.

Please also place the music permissions at the bottom of this section of the worship aid.

e.g.
* David Haas.  Who Calls You By Name: Music for Christian Initiation, Vol. I – II.  (GIA, 1988 & 1991).  Reprinted with permission, OneLicense # ______
**Christopher Walker.  Celtic Mass. (OCP, 1996)  Reprinted with Permission, LicenSing # ______
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The Rite of Acceptance into the

Order of Catechumens for
Names of Catechumens

Parish Name

Date

Receiving the Unbaptized 

 (Place instructions for the assembly as to remaining seated or to stand, to face where, etc. here.)
   In the early Church, the unbaptized would not have ever been in the liturgical assembly.  This rite would have been their first admittance to the Sunday assembly.  While some of these people have been with us before, today we receive them formally into the Order of Catechumens.

Greeting

Opening Dialogue


Just as God knows us individually, so we seek to come to know these courageous people by their names.   And we want to know what they want from us, the Body of Christ, the Church.

We Sing:  We stand with you, we pray for you, O holy child of God.*
First Acceptance of the Gospel


God has called them to this moment.  Now, they commit to coming to know God through Jesus Christ. In our tradition, the ways of Christ are discovered through the Scriptures and Tradition.  Today, a commitment to hear Christ’s voice in the Gospel begins their intentional journey into the Body of Christ.
Affirmation by Sponsors and the Assembly

No one makes a journey of faith alone.  Sponsors and/or godparents will accompany these people each day. We, the baptized in the assembly, accompany them by our hospitality to them, by our full, conscious and active participation in the liturgy, by our invitations to them to join us in our works of charity and justice, and through our prayer.

We respond:  We praise you Lord, and we bless you.

Signing with the Cross

A commitment to follow Christ in the Gospel is a commitment to follow the way of the cross.  Today, they embrace this way of life.


We sing: Christ will be your strength! Learn to know and follow Him.*
Invitation to the Celebration of the Word of God
    For the first time, the catechumens are admitted to the celebration of the Word of God. This part of the liturgy was once known as the Mass of Catechumens.
Liturgy of the Word

Readings 
 (You may wish to put the Scripture citations here and the psalm response)
Homily
Presentation of the Scriptures

       The catechumens have now received the Word of God communally, in    prayer, proclamation and preaching. The community now entrusts them     with our sacred texts, especially the Gospel, as a primary way in which      they will come to know and follow Jesus, the Christ.

We Sing:  May the Word be a lamp for your feet, and a light to guide your path.*
Intercessions for the Catechumens

Today only, the catechumens remain for intercessions because they      are the focus of a number of these prayers.  

Our response: (place the response text here)
Prayer Over the Catechumens 
(If it is your wish that the community extend both of their hands in blessing over the catechumens here, place that instruction in this worship aid.)
 Dismissal of the Catechumens
 
Catechumens are journeying toward the Lord’s Table, where in      communion with Christ and with us, a foretaste of God’s kingdom come on      earth as it is in heaven, is ours. The Liturgy of the Word is central to their preparation, and they are now kindly dismissed to reflect upon this word and to live it out.  They go now to share their joy, their spiritual  experiences of the Liturgy of the Word and to continue their formation in      faith.

We Sing: May the word of God strengthen you; may the Word of God 


nourish you; may the Word of God comfort you, all your life.**  

Liturgy of the Eucharist
(You may wish to place the structure of this section of the Mass here along with some explanations about it, thus using these initiation rite worship aids as a formation tool for the entire liturgy.)
