Diocese of Richmond

February 5, 2009

CELEBRATION OF RECOGNITION 
OF 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LAY LEADERS OF SCAP 

 “By a tradition handed down from the apostles and having its origin from the very day of Christ’s resurrection, the Church celebrates the paschal mystery every eighth day, which, with good reason, bears the name of the Lord’s Day or Sunday.”

In many communities today, the Lord’s Day is kept even when no priest is available to preside over the Eucharist.  Deacons as well as trained lay members of the community, religious, and seminarians have been chosen to lead the assembled people in a Liturgy of the Word, including a reflection on the readings of the day, intercessions, and a prayer of praise and thanks.
 In the Diocese of Richmond, the Bishop permits the distribution of Communion from the reserved Sacrament if feasible.
 

Celebration of Recognition
The form proposed here is for the recognition of lay leaders of prayer to preside over a Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest, for a defined period of time.
  The (bishop or) pastor or his delegate presides at the recognition of lay leaders of prayer within Mass or at a celebration of the Word of God or Evening Prayer in the parish or mission church where the ministers will be presiding over services. It would normally take place during Eucharist on Sunday or on another day when as many people as possible can gather. 

INTRODUCTORY RITES

SIGN OF THE CROSS 

All make the sign of the cross as the presider says: 
Presider:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: 
Amen. 

GREETING 

The presider greets all present with these or similar words: 

Presider:  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord be with you. 

All: 
And also with you. 

Another form of the greeting may be used. 

INTRODUCTION 

If those present are not all familiar with the ministry, the presider may briefly explain its significance, as he introduces the celebration. 

OPENING  PRAYER 

At Mass:

The Opening Prayer is taken from the Mass of the day. When permitted, also see: Votive Mass for the Local Church (Roman Missal no. 500; For the Laity (Roman Missal no. 515; For the Spread of the Gospel (Roman Missal nos. 519, 520); For Pastoral or Spiritual Meetings (Roman Missal no. 522). 
Outside Mass in a Liturgy of the Word the following maybe used: 

Let us pray. 

  Pause for silent prayer: 

Boundless, O God, is your saving power, 

your harvest reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Fill our hearts with zeal for your kingdom 

and place on our lips the tidings of peace. 

Grant us perseverance as heralds of the Gospel 

and joy as disciples of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

All: Amen. 
LITURGY OF THE WORD

The readings are taken in whole or in part from the liturgy of the day as provided in the rubrics, or from the following texts or others. 

FIRST READING 

When permitted, one of the following maybe chosen as a first reading: 
I Samuel 3.3b-10, 19 
65, cf. SL 

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening. 

Isaiah 56. 1, 6-7
118, cf. SL; 701(3), cf. WL

To my holy mountain I will bring the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord. 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 A cantor leads the assembly in the singing of the responsorial psalm chosen, When permitted, it may be chosen from among the following: 
Psalm 40: 







     64, cf. SL: 2nd Sun. O.T. – A
R/.  Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 

Psalm 122 
162, cf. SL: 1st  Sun. Adv. –  A

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

SECOND READING 

On Sundays of Ordinary Time, one of the following may take the place of the second reading of the day.
Romans 12.3-8
see 722(1), cf. WL

In one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function

1 Corinthians 12.4-11 
66, cf. St 

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
GOSPEL 
When permitted, one of the following may be chosen as the gospel: 

Matthew 28.16-20 
58, cf. SL; 724(4), cf. WL 
Go and teach all nations. 
Luke 24.13-35 
42, cf. SL; 263, cf. WL 

The disciples recognized the Lord when he broke bread with them
John 4.19-24 
see 28, cf. SL

Worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
HOMILY 

 All sit. In the homily, the pastor relates the readings to the mystery of Christ being celebrated and the reason for this ministry. Toward the end of the homily he may speak to the community in these or similar words: 

At the Last Supper, 

Jesus told us to remember him 

by taking bread and wine arid thanking God over these elements.

Since the first centuries of the Church’s life, 

bishops and priests have carried out this command, 

leading God’s people in prayer and worship, 

and nourishing them 

with the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

In our own time, 

the Eucharist continues to be the center of the Church’s life. 

Each Sunday, the Lord’s Day, 

parish communities gather around the table 

to hear God’s Word proclaimed 

to pray for the Church and the world, 

and to be nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Sometimes, however, a community is without a priest, 

and is unable to celebrate Mass. 

On these occasions, 

the bishop permits members of the parish 

to lead their brothers and sisters in worship,

in what are known as a Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest. 

Under their leadership the community gathers,

the Word is proclaimed and explained, 

praise and thanks are given to God, 

and Holy Communion may be distributed. 

These lay leaders of prayer 

have prayerfully discerned 

and have been carefully chosen and prepared. 

By prayer and study and practice they have been formed, 

and now they are ready to serve you by leading you in worship. 

The Church asks you to pray for them 

and for all who minister to others. 

RECOGNITION 

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES 

The deacon or another minister invites the candidates to come forward: 
Deacon or minister: 

In our parish (mission), 

(number) members of our community have been preparing 

for service among us as lay leaders of Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest. 

We invite N. and N. to come forward. 

The candidates come to the front of the church, and stand facing the altar. 

Minister: 

These men and women have taken part 

in our diocesan training 

to preside at a Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest. 

They are now ready to take on the responsibilities 

of being lay leaders of prayer in our parish community. 

Pastor: 
Our holy God has shown once more 

how much we are loved 

as the chosen people of God. 

COMMITMENT 

The pastor questions the candidates: 
Are you resolved to undertake the ministry of lay leader 
of Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest,
for the people of God in N.________ Parish? 

The candidates respond: 

I am. 

Pastor: 

Will you faithfully prepare the Sunday Celebration of the Word 

with prayerful reflection on the readings and prayers? 

Candidates: 

I will. 

PRAYER OF BLESSING 

The pastor says: 

Let us pray. 

All pray silently for a while. 

The pastor continues with hands outstretched: 

Holy God, lover of all people, 

you have sent your Son Jesus Christ among us 

to be our brother and our Lord, 

our shepherd and our leader. 

In your mercy, bless these men and women 

who have been chosen to lead your people in worship. 

Be with them in their ministry, 

guide them with the light of your Spirit, 

and give them your strength. 

Let their words and actions bring joy and grace to your people, 

and glory and honor to your name. 

Loving Father, 

we ask this grace through Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRIEST & COMMISSION
The pastor presents each with the SCAP Rite Book to hold. 

If desired, a commission from the bishop may be presented to each lay leader of prayer. 

N., receive your certificate of recognition from Bishop Francis DiLorenzo.

Faithfully use the ritual book,
Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest. 

Lead this community in prayer and praise 

when they gather on Sundays as the People of God. 

Each candidate responds: 

Amen. 
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS (Prayer of the faithful)
The ministers return to their places and the general intercessions follow.  These should include an intention for the new lay leaders of prayer and for the parish community. One of the following may be used or adapted 

That as a parish community we may gather to listen to God’s Word 

and offer praise and thanks to God every Sunday, 

even when we cannot celebrate Eucharist 

We pray to the Lord. 

That these leaders of prayer may be examples 

of service to our community and of love of God. 

We pray to the Lord. 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
The celebration of the Eucharist continues and concludes as usual.  It is appropriate for some of the lay leaders of prayer to present the gifts of bread and wine for the celebration. 

Outside Mass 

When the celebration takes place outside Mass, the service takes place as follows: 

Introductory rites (omitting the penitential rite); 

Liturgy of the Word as usual; 

Recognition: 


Presentation of the candidates, 


Commitment, prayer of blessing, 


Presentation of a copy of Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest, 


General intercessions, followed by the Our Father (with doxology); 

Conclusion, with the blessing, the sign of peace and a final song. 
Endnotes: 

� Second Vatican Council, Sacrosanctum Concilium Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (December 4, 1963) no. 106.


� Cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 905; and also Code of Canon Law, can, 230.


� See Diocesan SCAP policy at �HYPERLINK "http://www.richmonddiocese.org/worship/liturgies/other.htm"��www.richmonddiocese.org/worship/liturgies/other.htm�


� Cf. Code of Canon Law, can. 230, § 2.)


� From Celebrations of Installation and Recognition.  Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ottawa: Canada. 2005, p. 124.
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