INSTRUCTION FOR CELEBRATING
THE RITE OF CALLING THE CANDIDATES 
TO CONTINUING CONVERSION

INTRODUCTION

The Rite of Calling the Candidates to Continuing Conversion (Call to Continuing Conversion) is an optional rite which “may be celebrated with baptized but previously uncatechized adults who wish to complete their Christian initiation through the sacraments of confirmation and eucharist, or who wish to be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church.”

In many parishes, catechumens and uncatechized candidates for full communion participate in the same process and the same or similar ritual celebrations during the pre-catechumenate and catechumenate periods.  The rite itself acknowledges that the preparation of baptized, uncatechized adults “requires a considerable time, during which the faith infused in baptism must grow in them and take deep root through the pastoral formation they receive…For the most part, the plan of catechesis corresponds to the one laid down for catechumens,”
 with the notable exception that their special status as baptized is always acknowledged. 

The National Statutes state clearly that candidates “who have already been baptized in another Church or ecclesial community should not be treated as catechumens or so designated.”  Rather, their preparation “should be determined according to the individual case.”

Especially as we shift from the period of catechumenate to the period of purification and enlightenment, the ritual needs of catechumens and candidates become quite different.  Even in the combined Rites of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion (RCIA, 547-561), the rituals supporting the journey of faith of both catechumens and candidates change (e.g., who signs the Book of the Elect).  And rightly so: for catechumens, the period is a time of intense spiritual preparation for the initiation of baptism, the sealing of confirmation, and the sustenance of Eucharist; for candidates, it is the time of reflection on the faithfulness to the living out of the demands of the baptismal covenant (already made and yet to be made), an integral step of which is a celebration of the sacrament of penance.  For this reason, the rites provided in the period of purification and enlightenment are explicitly separate for elect and baptized candidates.  For example, there is no combined rite for the scrutinies.  These rites, which culminate in the prayers of exorcism, are pre-baptismal and thus for the unbaptized only; penitential rites and the sacrament of penance are the appropriate rituals for the baptized.

Similar to the way that the Rite of Election marks the transition of catechumens to the period of purification and enlightenment, the Call to Continuing Conversion marks the beginning of the period of more intense spiritual preparation for the baptized candidates for the completion of their Christian initiation, usually at the Sunday eucharist of the parish community.

It should be noted that the designers of this rite clearly used the Rite of Election as its inspiration, and intended it “for celebrations in communities where there are no catechumens.”
  Consequently, it uses Lenten imagery as its inspiration.  Since the National Statutes clearly prefer that candidates not be welcomed into full communion at the Easter Vigil,
 the Call to Continuing Conversion would best be celebrated at other points during the year, a few weeks before the celebration of the Reception of Baptized Christians into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church.  Consequently, some of the language of the Call to Continuing Conversion would need to be adapted (e.g., replacing “Lent” with “period of spiritual preparation.”).  The template provided here makes those adaptations.

Of course, candidates coming to this rite are presumed to have completed a period of preparation “of a considerable time,”
 and their readiness has been discerned by the community.  The rite asks that they have:

· Listened faithfully to the apostles’ instruction proclaimed by the Church.

· Come to a deeper appreciation of their baptism, in which they were joined to Christ and his Church.

· Reflected sufficiently on the tradition of the Church, and joined their brothers and sisters in prayer.

· Advanced in life and love and service of others.

The rite also presumes that they are entering into a period of immediate preparation, which includes a penitential rite and celebration of the Sacrament of Penance.

Rite of Calling the Candidates to continuing Conversion  

THE STRUCTURE OF THE RITE

Liturgy of the Word

The Rite takes place at a Sunday Mass.  The Liturgy of the Word is celebrated as usual.  The Rite notes that the homily “should be suited to the actual situation, and should address not only the candidates, but the entire community of the faithful, so that all will be encouraged to give good example and to accompany the candidates in their final preparation leading to the celebration of confirmation and eucharist.”

Presentation of the Candidates for Confirmation and Eucharist

The candidates seeking to complete their Christian initiation and/or reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church are presented to the community.

Affirmation by the Sponsors and the Assembly

The sponsors state their opinion as to the readiness of the candidates, and the assembly affirms their testimony.

Act of Recognition

The priest acknowledges the candidates’ desire to have a place at the eucharistic table, and invites them to enter into a period of repentant preparation.  He also instructs the sponsors to support the candidates.

General Intercessions

 The Prayers of the Faithful are prayed, including an intention for the candidates.

Prayer over the Candidates

The priest concludes the Prayers of the Faithful with a prayer over the candidates.

Presentation of the Candidates

After the homily, there is a period of sacred silence.  

Then, a member of the RCIA team presents the candidates:

T:
Father _________, members of the Church, I am pleased to present to you the candidates who seek to complete their Christian initiation (or: who are preparing to be received into the full communion of the Catholic Church).  They have found strength in God’s grace and support in our community’s prayers and example.


Now they ask that, after a period of prayer and penance, they be admitted to confirmation and eucharist ( or: to full eucharistic sharing).
P:
Those who desire to participate fully in the sacramental life of the Church, come forward, together with your sponsor.
The candidates are called by name, and their baptism noted, such as:

T:
Marion Sparks was baptized on July 21, 1977, at Sunnybrook Gospel Church in Criglersville, Virginia.


George Jacob was baptized on October 30, 1994, at Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Hampton, Virginia.

As each candidate is named, she or he stands with the sponsor, and stands in the midst of 

the assembly.

Affirmation by the Sponsors and the Assembly

P:
People of the Church, these candidates, our brothers and sisters, have asked to be able to participate in the sacramental life of the Catholic Church.  The Christian life and the demands that flow from the sacraments cannot be taken lightly.  Therefore, before granting these candidates their request to share fully in the Church’s sacraments, it is important that the Church hear the testimony of their sponsors about their readiness.
S:
Each sponsor gives a brief testimony as to their candidate’s preparation, and their readiness for sacraments.

Then, the priest addresses the assembly:

P:
Brothers and sisters in this assembly:

Are you willing to affirm the testimony expressed about these candidates in your name, and support them in faith, prayer, and example as they prepare to participate more fully in the Church’s sacraments?
A:
WE ARE.

Act of Recognition

P:
MARION and GEORGE, the Church recognizes your desire to be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and to have a place at Christ’s eucharistic table.  As you prepare for these sacraments over the next few weeks, we invite you to join with us in a spirit of repentance.  Hear the Lord’s call to conversion, and be faithful to your baptismal covenant.
All sing:

A:
Blessed be God, Oh, blessed be God!

P:
Sponsors, in the name of this Church, continue to support these candidates with your guidance and concern.  May they see in you a love for the Church, and a sincere desire for doing good.  Lead them over these weeks to open their hearts to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and approach the table of Christ’s sacrifice with thanksgiving and praise.

Please place your right hand on the shoulder of your candidate.
They do as instructed.

All stand.

General Intercessions

P:
The God who calls us will give us all we need to follow faithfully as Jesus’ disciples.  And so we pray for our needs.

R:
For the Church: may we be blessed with an increase in vocations to priesthood, religious life, and lay ministry.  We pray.

A:
Lord, hear our prayer.

R:
For all peoples: may they hear the good news of salvation.  We pray.

A:
Lord, hear our prayer.

R:
For these candidates:  may they embrace this time as a means of purification, and approach the sacrament of reconciliation with trust in God’s mercy.  We pray.

A:
Lord, hear our prayer.

R:
For those unjustly bound.  May they be freed.  We pray.

A:
Lord, hear our prayer.

R:
For this Church community:  may we hear the call of Christ and follow him faithfully.  We pray.

A:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Prayer Over the Candidates

P:
Please join me in blessing these candidates [by facing them, and extending both your hands over them].

Lord God, whose love brings us life, and whose mercy gives us new birth, look favorably upon these candidates, 

and conform their lives to the pattern of Christ’s suffering.

May he become their wealth and wisdom, 

and may they know in their lives the power flowing from his resurrection, who is Lord for ever and ever.
A:
Amen.

P:
Candidates, we welcome your presence in praying the prayer of the Church.


Although you cannot yet join us in sharing the eucharist, we look forward to the day when you will join us at the table.

They join the assembly, and the Mass continues as usual.
 

� RCIA, 446


� RCIA, 401-402.  The National Statutes for the Catechumenate (NS), however, clearly state hat they “should not take part in rites intended for the unbaptized catechumens” (#31). 


� NS, 30


� RCIA, 447.  


� NS, 33.  


� RCIA, 401


� RCIA, 452 (B)


� RCIA, 450


� Consider having the candidates stand in a location where they can be surrounded in prayer by the assembly (such as the center aisle), rather than in the sanctuary.


� Be sure to work with the sponsors to make sure that these testimonies are well-crafted and heartfelt. They can be powerful witnesses to the assembly.


� Or some appropriate response.


� These are the Prayers of the Faithful for the given Sunday (in this case, the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle A), including a prayer for the candidates (RCIA, 455).  If it is not your usual practice, consider singing the Prayers of the Faithful for this rite. 


� Certainly, in this period of immediate preparation, baptized candidates should not be being dismissed, but staying with the baptized for the collection and the eucharistic prayer.
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