Bulletin Announcements for the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens
1) Our Church opens her arms to embrace (names of catechumens being accepted) next Sunday.  These men, women and children over the age of seven, have heard our good news, the good news of Jesus Christ.  They have seen His power among us, and begun to hear His story of love, mercy and redemption.  They have already seen how life in Christ calls for changes in how they live, and are already making these changes.  They now come in faith, and we here at (name of parish) will have the privilege of accepting them on behalf of the entire Church.

(Names of catechumens) will come into a specific relationship with the Church, and be known to us as catechumens, those preparing for Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. We will accompany them as they continue this journey of faith.  Please join us at the (time of liturgy) to be as Christ to them, with open embrace and a call to follow the way of the cross.

2) Today/this weekend we celebrated one of the rituals that accompany Christian initiation: the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens.  (Names of those accepted) came to us some weeks/months ago, inquiring about Jesus and about how we, who are Roman Catholics, follow him. They have been among us, seen Christ’s power, and have begun to be influenced by His grace.  His grace led them to today, where we had the privilege of accepting them, embracing them, and formally beginning what will be a lifelong relationship with Christ and the Church.  Today, they embraced the cross, and accepted the Sacred Scriptures.  Today, they became known to us as catechumens.  

From this day on, until they complete their preparation and are called to the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, we will walk with them, sharing our liturgy of the word, our Tradition, our works of charity and justice, and our life in community.  Today the Church asks us to care for them as a mother cares for her children. 
3) (Names of catechumens) came to us some weeks ago, asking about Christ and how to follow him as Roman Catholics.  We have shared that story with them, and helped them see how God has been acting in their lives.  They have already begun to walk in Christ’s footsteps and now come to us, asking for us to accept them, on behalf of the entire Church, into a spiritual journey of preparation that will lead to Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  Today we do that.  Today we begin to call them OUR catechumens, and will care for them as a mother cares for her children.  From this day forward, they will join us for the liturgy of the Word, and then be sent forth to continue their reflection on the Word.  And when their preparation is complete, we will rejoice with them as they come with us to the Table of the Lord.  (Name of Parish) accepts you (names of catechumens) with great joy!  Continue to walk with us on the way of the cross!

Explaining the Rite of Acceptance to the Community  (Bulletin Announcement or Insert)

God works in our lives all the time.  God calls all people into community.  God calls us to come to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him.  Some hear this call and come to our parish, asking more about how to do just that: to come into a relationship with the God we call Father.

When that remarkable event happens, we have the privilege of introducing people to the one we call Lord: Jesus Christ.  We share the good news, and uncover God’s action in our lives.  For some, this leads to a remarkable beginning, a new life.  They begin to know Christ, and to hear his call to love, mercy, forgiveness and change.  They respond to that call from Christ to abandon what they know, and to come and follow him.

That story has happened again here at (Name of Parish.)  We now mark the powerful presence of God-with-us, Emmanuel, by a special communal ritual.  This ritual is called the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens.  It marks (names of catechumens, possessive) first public declaration of God’s call to follow Christ.  And this ritual also marks the beginning of a formal relationship between these unbaptized men, women and children over the age of seven, and the Roman Catholic Church.  

Many things have already changed for these people.  This Rite marks that change.  We now know these men, women and children as belonging to God and to God’s people gathered here in our parish.  They have a unique relationship, and a special name: catechumens.  They are entrusted to this faith community to nurture in this journey of faith.  They are signed with the sign of our faith, the sign of the cross.  They commit now to begin to follow Christ deliberately, and to learn what that means from us, through our prayer, our deposit of faith, our works of charity and justice and our lives as holy/different people.  

This is the first of many ritual moments these catechumens will celebrate on their way to the Lord’s Table.  All along the way, we, the people of (Name the Parish) are asked to accompany them with the affection of a mother.  We are to welcome them into our homes, our lives and our ministries, and to show them what it means today to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  So this Rite of Acceptance is both a time of joy and a time of commitment for all of us.  May we mark it with the enthusiasm of the Spirit and a renewed commitment to the way of the cross.
An Introduction to the liturgy where the Rite of Acceptance will be celebrated
Good evening/morning.  

    Something wonderful has been happening right here!  God has been at work, doing what God does: calling people into a relationship with Him.  Today, we celebrate God’s action among us with a ritual called the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens.  

    This ritual involves us all.  So let me start with helping us, as the gathered assembly, understand what is happening.  Men, women and children over the age of seven who have never been baptized have come to this community of faith, seeking God.  Over many weeks they have met Jesus the Christ, whom we know to be God’s revelation.  They have heard Christ’s stories, and have felt the Spirit move them to respond to his call to leave old ways behind and to come and follow him.  They have never been baptized.  They know only some things about Christ and the Church.  But this they know:  they are ready to follow Him and to learn how to do that as Roman Catholics.

    So, for us who are the people entrusted with their care and formation, this means that we welcome them robustly today, that we live lives that permit the Gospel to shine through, and that we openly share with them our ministries, our faith in Christ and our prayer.  So it is with great thanks and anticipation that we celebrate this liturgy.

