Bulletin Announcement for the Rite of Welcoming the Candidates

Note:  This announcement is for those adults and children over the age of seven who were validly baptized in other Christian traditions and are now seeking entrance into the full communion of the Roman Catholic Church.  This announcement does not pertain to those candidates for Confirmation and Eucharist who were baptized as Catholics.

Baptism is the doorway to all the other sacraments.  The Roman Catholic Church recognizes the dignity of baptism done with water in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, no matter what Christian tradition conferred the baptism.  We proclaim our belief in “one baptism for the forgiveness of sins” in our Creed and so do not re-baptize those who come to us wishing to live out their lives in Christ as Roman Catholics.

Next weekend (or Today) at the (time of the liturgy where the rite will be celebrated) liturgy, we will celebrate God’s call to (Names of Candidates), men, women and children over the age of seven, who were baptized in other Christian denominations who now wish to be one with us.  They already share the rights and responsibilities of the baptized and so are in partial communion.  They now seek full communion.  The ritual we will celebrate is called the Rite of Welcoming the Candidates.

The Rite of Welcoming honors the dignity of baptism. The Rite recalls the signing with the cross done at baptism, and marks the beginning of this stage of their faith journey with the acknowledgment of the sacred scriptures.  These men, women and children then begin a journey of preparation that will vary in length, depending on their needs.  From us they will seek guidance, welcome, and instruction in what it means to follow Christ as a Roman Catholic. This community will provide this through formal instruction and through watching us and serving with us as we live and love as Christ commands.   When they are sufficiently prepared,  their baptism will be confirmed, they will be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit and then join us at the Lord’s Table, which is for Roman Catholics, the ultimate sign of our unity with Christ and one another.  They will enter full communion.  The Rite of Welcoming marks the beginning of this special journey of faith.
Pulpit Announcement Prior to the Celebration of the Rite of Welcoming
Good evening/morning,

    We have something special to celebrate here today: God’s call to men, women and children baptized in other Christian traditions to live out their lives of faith among us, in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church.  This Rite of Christian initiation marks the beginning of this part of their journey of faith, which will vary in length depending on their needs.  During this Rite, we will all have the privilege of remembering that we are a people marked with the sign of the cross, and a people of the Word, who come to know Christ in the sacred scriptures.  This Rite also places demands on us, as these men and women will learn from us what it means to be authentic disciples of Christ in the modern world as they study, pray, serve and live among us.  It is a privileged moment in time to welcome these people into preparation for entrance into the full communion of the Roman Catholic Church.
