RCIA Rites: Liturgical Calendar Options

Year B 2011-2012
Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens 
and/or Rite of Welcoming the Candidates
11/27  The First Sunday of Advent – Lectionary #2
· Isaiah 63:16b-17;19b  64:2b-7  We are the clay and you are the potter
· Mark 13:33-37  “Watch!”
· Caution:  While the ritual text calls for a celebration of the Rite of Acceptance on this date, what it is signifying by this is that catechumens should have one full liturgical year in the catechumenate process.  By welcoming them on the First Sunday of Advent, their dismissal and extended catechesis then begins as the liturgical year begins.  For liturgical purposes, however, this is not an optimal choice.  The changes in liturgical season, the addition of rituals like Advent wreath candle-lighting, and the related changes in the assembly’s levels of participation make adding an initiation rite to this liturgy somewhat burdensome.  
1/15    Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Lectionary # 65
· 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19  “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
· John 1:35-42  Jesus said “Come and see.”

 1/22   Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – Lectionary # 68
· Mark 1: 14-20   Jesus said “Come after me and I will make you fishers of men.”
General Consideration for Using Sundays in the Easter Season: Since many other sacraments of initiation are celebrated on the Sundays of the Easter season, make sure to schedule this rite so as not to conflict with other sacramental celebrations.

4/15 
Second Sunday of Easter  Lectionary #44  Divine Mercy Sunday
· John 20:19-31  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.

· Consideration:  If your parish has special devotions on Divine Mercy Sunday, this may not be a good choice for you.
4/29
Fourth Sunday of Easter  Lectionary #50
· John 10:11-18
Jesus tells us that his own know him and he knows them.

5/6
Fifth Sunday of Easter  Lectionary #53
· John 15:1-8  “I am the vine and you are the branches.”  Those who abide in Jesus will bear great fruit.

6/3
Holy Trinity Lectionary #165
· Matthew 28:16-20 Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey everything that Jesus has commanded.
· Note:  This is especially appropriate for a Rite of Welcoming since it refers to baptism and a shared mission.
7/1     Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Lectionary #98
· Mark 5:21-43  Jesus says, “Do not be afraid.  Just have faith.”
7/22     Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Lectionary # 107
· Mark 6:30-34  The crowds follow Jesus and he has pity on them, “for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.”
Note:  The Bread of Life Discourse happens during the following weeks.  Any of these Sundays would be appropriate for a Rite of Acceptance or Welcoming, or to bring someone into the full communion of the Roman Catholic Church.
8/5      Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Lectionary # 113
· John 6:24-25  Whoever comes to Jesus, the bread of life, will never be hungry or thirsty.
8/12      Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary #116
· Ephesians 4:30-5:2  Be imitators of God, as beloved children, live in love.

· John 6:41-51   Jesus reiterates he is the bread of life that gives life to us forever.

8/19     Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary #119

· Ephesians 5: 15-20  Watch carefully how you live.  Try to understand what is the will of the Lord.

· John 6:51-58  Bread of Life discourse continues
9/16    Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary #131
· Mark 8:27-35  Who do you say that I am?
11/1    All Saint’s Day  Lectionary # 667
· Being welcomed into the communion of saints can be most powerful. Using a holy day of obligation also draws the intentional community, so full, conscious and active participation of the assembly is often the case.

11/25   The Feast of Christ the King   Lectionary # 161
· Again, using special feast days to celebrate these rites can give an added dimension to the rite and to the feast day.  

Lenten Rites
2/19
Rite of Sending the Catechumens
2/26
Rite of Election (& Call to Continuing Conversion)
3/4
Penitential Rite - with Candidates

3/11, 18, 25 – Scrutinies – with the Elect only
Rite of Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults has National Statutes approved by the US Bishops to govern the manner in which this Rite is implemented in the United States.  NS 32 says, “The reception of candidates into the communion of the Catholic Church should ordinarily take place at the Sunday Eucharist of the parish community…”  NS 33 says, “It is preferable that reception into full communion not take place at the Easter Vigil lest there be any confusion of such baptized Christians with the candidates for baptism…”  In keeping with these National Statutes, below are dates when the Sunday Readings or the liturgical rhythm (for Year B) lend themselves to bringing baptized and catechized candidates into full communion.
Note:  The ritual text presumes the candidates for full communion have had a suitable formation in the Catholic way of life and that outward signs of their incorporation of this life have been discerned by those involved in initiation.  When discerned ready, and all impediments are clear, candidates should be initiated.
12/8   The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary  Lectionary # 689
· Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12  “In love, he destined us for adoption.”
· Luke 1:26-38  “I am the handmaid of the Lord.”
· Consideration:  This falls on a Thursday this year.  Determine how the parish will celebrate this holy day and see if this is a suitable time for bringing a candidate into full communion based on the time and scale of the liturgy, the availability of the initiation team/sponsor, and the candidate and his/her family.
1/1    The Octave of Christmas: The Blessed Virgin, Mary the Mother of God  
Lectionary # 18
· Numbers 6:22-27  Aaronic blessings

· Luke 2:16-21  The naming of Jesus, which means God saves
· Consideration:  This falls on a Sunday.  Determine how the parish will celebrate this holy day and see if this is a suitable time for bringing a candidate into full communion based on the time and scale of the liturgy, the availability of the candidate and his/her family, the sponsor and the initiation team.
1/9   The Baptism of the Lord  Lectionary # 21B
· Mark 1:7-11  “I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
· The connection with baptism and its dignity can work well here.

· Caution:  If this weekend is used to celebrate infant baptisms, do not also bring someone into full communion unless that person is the parent of an infant being baptized.  
4/7  Holy Saturday
· Given the National Statutes’ clear preference for this not to be the time candidates are brought into full communion, some pastoral exceptions to this might include the family members of a child over the age of seven being initiated, someone facing imminent deployment for an extended period of time, or medical reasons.

4/8   Easter Sunday and any of the Sundays of the Easter season are appropriate for bringing candidates into full communion.

· Consideration:  Since many other sacraments of initiation are celebrated on the Sundays of the Easter season, make sure to schedule this rite so as not to conflict with other sacramental celebrations.
5/26  The Vigil of Pentecost   Lectionary # 62
· The extended readings and their expansive story of the movement of God throughout creation make this a wonderful time to bring people into full communion.

· Consideration: If choosing to use this extended celebration of the Pentecost Vigil, make sure to catechize the assembly appropriately, so they will come prepared for an extended liturgy and the Rite of Reception, followed perhaps by a community celebration.  Make sure to use the extended readings.
6/10   Corpus Christi/ The Body and Blood of Christ   Lectionary # 168
· Exodus 24:3-8   We will do everything the Lord has told us.

· Mark 14:12-16; 22-26  Take and eat, and take and drink.
· Note:  Since becoming one with us at the Eucharistic table has been the desire of people preparing for full communion, this feast is a particularly well-suited one for bringing people to the table.
· Caution:  If this is the occasion chosen to celebrate first Holy Communion, do not try and do both sacramental celebrations at one liturgy, unless they include members of the same family.  Then you may choose to do a combined initiatory liturgy at one mass and use the other masses for the celebration of First Eucharists.
7/14    Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary #104
· Ephesians 1:3-14  We are destined to for loving adoption by God.

· Mark 6: 7-13  Sending the disciples off in trust and obedience to proclaim a gospel of repentance.

8/5       Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary # 113 through the 21st Sunday in
            Ordinary Time Lectionary#122 constitutes the Bread of Life Discourse.  Any of 
            these Sundays are suitable for bringing someone into the Church.
9/14   Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time   Lectionary # 143
· Hebrews 4:12-13  The Word of God is sharper than a two-edged sword.

· Mark 10: 17-30  How to follow Jesus by following the commandments and selling “all you have and give to the poor.”  

10/28   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Lectionary # 149
· Jeremiah 31:7-9  The Lord will gather them from the ends of the world.
· Mark 10:46-52  Bartimaeus
The Parish Feast Day is also a good choice for bringing people into full communion.
To be avoided:  Certain Sundays of the year should be avoided when it comes to celebrating the Rite of Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church, or Rites of Acceptance or Welcoming.  These include:
· Catechetical Sunday

· Missionary Co-op Sunday

· Sundays with visiting priests

· 2-4th Sundays of Advent

· Christmas

· Epiphany

· The Sundays of Lent

· Passion Sunday

In addition, Ash Wednesday liturgies are not appropriate for the celebration of these Rites.
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