Student Sponsorship Program
St. Michael’s Catholic Church, Glen Allen, VA
The St. Michael’s Student Sponsorship Program began in 2004.  This simple program serves both parties in the twinning relationship.  The faithful in our twin parish, St. Jean Baptiste in Dos Palais, gain hope from the feeling of solidarity with those who are a source of funds to operate their school.  St. Michael’s parishioners have the opportunity to develop something of a personal relationship with a specific child in Dos Palais and in this process be touched in personal and spiritual ways.

When we go to Haiti to visit our twin parish we take photos of all the children in the school.  Each child is assigned an identification number (ID#).  The ID# is the permanent tag.  All information about the child and his/her sponsor is kept in an Access database.
When the photo is taken the child holds a piece of construction paper in front of them on which is printed their name, grade and ID#.  We found that red, green or light blue construction paper worked best.  White was too much of a contrast with their dark skin, causing the automatic exposure on the digital cameras to deliver faces that were too dark.  Hanging a pale blue cloth as a background also helped resolve this problem.

After the photo is taken we attach a letter written by the child (or, for the very young students, a coloring book page they have colored) to the construction paper on which is written the child’s name and ID#.  These will be given to sponsors with the child’s photo.
St. Michael’s designates a date in April as Sponsorship Weekend.  One of us speaks at each mass and offers parishioners an opportunity to sponsor a child.  After mass they come into the parish hall and chose one of the photos (5x7 – this size really sells these adorable faces) that are on display.  The sponsor fills out a form with all their personal information (name, contact information, etc.).  They pay $120 to sponsor the child for a year and are given a packet containing their child’s letter or coloring book picture and information on how to write to their child.  They keep the photo of the child they selected.
Sponsors are told that the $120 fee does not go directly to their child.  The fees fund the operating budget of the school for the benefit of all students.  We work with the pastor on a budget and send him the full amount that is budgeted at the beginning of each school year.

The following year, when it is time to re-up, letters are sent to the sponsors to see if they would like to sponsor the same child again.  If they respond affirmatively and send a check we place them on a “will call” list.  They pick up the new photo of their child on the next Sponsorship Weekend.  If they do not respond the child is released for sponsorship by another person.
Letters are carried to Haiti whenever we go there or when our Haitian pastor visits us.  We correspond in French because the students are taught in French.  We made up a “cheat sheet” of English / French phrases that we give to sponsors.  Alternatively they could use GOOGLE.com ((language tools or freetransaltion.com to translate.  The letters should be short and simple.
For more information contact: Loretta O’Donnell @ 804-270-4426 or lorettaodonnell@aol.com 
